AV Conservancy initiates watershed study

This story appeared in the Antelope Valley Press Tuesday, May 13, 2008.

By TITUS GEE
Valley Press Staff Writer

The watershed areas of the Antelope and Fremont valleys will get sorred afieation this
year, thanks to a $35,000 study grant, officials announced Saturday .

A watershed includes any area where runoff water travels. An 11-month project &adie
Antelope-Fremont Watershed Assessment and Plan will analyze those aleagabietys
with a view toward conservation.

The Antelope Valley Conservancy initiated the
project, and master's degree students from the
Donald Bren School of Environmental Science and
Management at University of California, Santa
Barbara, will do the work. They will compile data
and lay out priorities for conserving the creatures
and habitats found in watershed areas, officials said.
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Also, "conservation is surprisingly important for our economy,"” she said, affecti

population growth and the areas' ability to attract new businesses.

"We are all facing many shared challenges," she said. "Weltangaollectively that we
don't have unlimited resources."

The project's funding was supplied by Edison International, the parent company ofisouthe
California Edison.

At $35,000, "it's really looking quite economical,” Reed said.

If the organization contracted commercial scientists to conduct the sarmehaesevould
cost millions of dollars, she said.

The project also will lay the groundwork for the conservancy to apply faonsliof
additional funding dollars for future projects.

Five of the U.C. Santa Barbara students on Saturday visited Quartz Hill to anrfoaince t
project, then toured several ecologically significant areas of theyalle

"We're excited because we get to go see everything that we've read saidutoby Chu,
one of the students.

Their work will start in the classroom and the library, students said, but once theymncove
some gaps in the data they'll be back to track down the answers to their questions.
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